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Email: atchiss@gcsnc.com

Voice/Text: (336) 541-6262 

Room: 111
Course Description

Theory of Knowledge II is the core basis of the International Baccalaureate (IB) program.  It concerns itself with the nature of knowledge, how it is gained, and what areas it can be gained in.  This is not a stand-alone class. It is designed to support and be supported by the other IB subjects the student takes.  An IB presentation is required before the end of the course, as well as both a TOK essay and the IB extended essay.  These are required for an IB diploma.  The course is a year-long A/B day class.
Rigor

Because this class emulates a college level course, higher expectations of students will be required.  Large amounts of reading and writing will be needed, as well as dedication to both the subject matter and to the class participation and discussions.  Work that gave you an A in another class might earn you a C in this one.  If you want an A you will have to earn it.  Planning and constant work on projects will be needed to keep up with expectations and deadlines.

Grading Policy

The grade for each marking period will be calculated as follows:

30%--summative—unit tests and projects

70%--formative—daily participation, classwork, and homework

The final course grade will be calculated as follows:

1st quarter—20%

2nd quarter—20%

3rd quarter—20%
4th quarter—20%
Final Exam—20%

All work turned in late will result in a loss of 20% credit for the 1st day it is late and 10% additional for each subsequent late day.  Failure to make up the work within a reasonable period of time will result in a 0.

Assessments

IB Theory of Knowledge has three official assessments, in addition to the teacher-made tests and assignments.  The first is a TOK Exhibition, which will be judged as a final project at the end of the semester.  It will then be submitted to the IB facilitators in March.  Second, a TOK Essay on a prescribed title prompt.  This too is sent to IB assessors in March.  Finally, although it is technically not part of the TOK class, the IB extended essay begun last year will also be completed during this term.  This essay is a requirement for an IB diploma and the final version will be submitted to IB assessors in March.  

Students will be given a rigorous schedule to follow to complete these tasks, with grades given for each step of the process.  These will provide the bulk of the TOK II grade.

Canvas announcements within the class page will give pertinent information.  Canvas’ inbox function may also be used to contact me, and I will use the Canvas inbox to contact students individually if needed.  During school days, allow up to 24 hours for response.  If you contact me on the weekend, it may be the next school day before response.  Conferences may be arranged through the Guidance Councilors’ offices.

